
Exide Plant 
Redevelopment 
Joins List of 
Businesses 
Successes in 
Allentown

ENHANCING 
YOUR QUALITY 
OF LIFE:  
Graffiti Busters

Recently, Mayor Ed 
Pawlowski announced the 
arrests of several individuals 
wanted for more than 200 
separate incidents of graf-
fiti tagging across the city.  
Those arrests send a clear 
message that graffiti is not a 
game, it is not art and it will 
not be tolerated in the City of 
Allentown. Working in con-
junction with Lehigh Valley 
Crime Stoppers, Allentown 
will pay a reward of up to 
$500 for information about 
graffiti vandals that leads 
to an arrest. Anonymous 
tips can be made to Crime 
Stoppers by calling 1-800-
426-TIPS. Already, one such 
tip was instrumental in leading 
to an arrest.

Every resident of Allentown 
has a role to play in eliminat-
ing graffiti in our neighbor-
hoods, by calling 911 imme-
diately whenever you see 
graffiti in progress and then, 
making one more call to the 
Allentown Graffiti Busters 
Program at 610-437-8729 to 
request immediate clean-up, 
which is free to all property 
owners.

DID YOU KNOW:
The City of Allentown’s New 

Neighborhood Improvement 
ordinance makes it illegal:
•	 for retailers to sell spray 	 	
	 paint and wide tip markers 		
	 to minors
•	 for minors to purchase spray  
	 paint and wide tip markers
•	 for adults to purchase spray  
	 paint for a minor
•	 for minors to possess spray 	
	 paint and wide tip markers 		
	 on any public property

If you would like to know 
more about Allentown’s anti-
graffiti programs, please call 
the Bureau of Recycling and 
Solid Waste, 610-437-8729.  

One of Allentown’s largest 
automobile dealers and a major 
regional developer joined forc-
es this year to create a new 
economic development initia-
tive that restores a long-vacant 
brownfield site and creates an 
additional 50 quality jobs in 
the city.

In a move that demonstrates 
their confidence in the City of 
Allentown, Bennett Toyota and 
J.G. Petrucci Co. announced in 
March that they will rehabilitate 
the former Exide Battery plant at 
2001 Lehigh Street. 

Exide operated an automotive 
battery manufacturing plant and 
storage facility at the site for 
approximately 35 years before 
closing in 1989.   The new proj-
ect, from start to finish, carries 
a projected price tag of $20 mil-
lion.  

“Bennett Toyota has been a 
valued member of the Allentown 
community for many years and 
we are delighted that they will be 
expanding their dealership to bet-
ter serve customers throughout 
the Lehigh Valley,“ said Mayor 
Pawlowski.  

J.G. Petrucci Company is 
providing Bennett with a com-
plete design-build package for 
an environmentally responsible, 
Silver LEED-certified state-
of-the-art facility, the first of its 
kind in Toyota’s Central Atlantic 
Region.  The site will be owned 
by Bennett Toyota.  

“We are ecstatic to be part 
of the Lehigh Street Auto Mile,” 
said Bennett.  “We are proud to 
be working with J.G. Petrucci.  
We were looking for both green 
building and the construction of 
state-of-the-art automobile deal-
erships.”

“This project offers a great 
example of the benefits that can 
be achieved through public/pri-
vate partnerships. It also shows 
that through a lot of hard work 
and ingenuity we can solve prob-
lems which have eluded us as a 
city for decades,” stated Mayor 
Pawlowski.  “Working with J.G. 
Petrucci and Bennett Toyota We 
have taken an old battery plant 
that has been vacant and aban-
don for over 20 years, cleaned 
it up, are constructing a green 
LEED certified building which will 
sell hybrid fuel efficient cars and 
will ultimately have a hybrid fuel-
ing station on site, what a great 
use for a former brownfield site.”

Bennett and Petrucci join a 
long list of businesses that have 
expressed confi-
dence in Allentown 
and the Pawlowski 
Administration since 
2006. The opening 
of the P&P Mills 
Apartments in July, 
the ongoing con-
struction of the Cosmopolitan 
Restaurant, new and renovated 
businesses on 7th Street, bike 
races and concerts on Hamilton 
Street and a focused and col-
laborative effort to map a strong 
future for the City of Allentown 
are sending signals of strength to 
interested developers and entre-
preneurs.

“It’s very clear that investors 
and developers are responding 
to our efforts to turn Allentown 
around,” said Mayor Pawlowski. 
“Projects such as the P&P condo-
miniums off American Parkway, 
the Cosmopolitan on the site 
of the former Sal’s, and other 

positive signs across the city are 
great news for both Allentown 
and the taxpayers who will ulti-
mately reap the benefits of this 
new development.”

The 7th Street Main Street 
program has brought new pride 
and several new restaurants and 
retailers to the city’s gateway 
boulevard, while events such as 
the initial Lehigh Valley Classic 
international professional bicy-
cle race and festivals such as 
“Blues, Brews and Barbeques” 
are giving visitors new reasons 
to visit Center City.

The new Cosmopolitan restau-
rant is under construction on 6th 
Street across from Symphony 
Hall, while plans to renovate 
the nearby Schoen’s building 
are moving ahead. The unique 
Schoen’s project will provide 
the new corporate headquarters 
for Nic Zawarski and Sons Inc., 
a major Lehigh Valley builder, 
which has also proposed an 
upscale restaurant and residen-
tial condominium units for the 

building, which 
will be a western 
anchor for the 
Allentown Arts 
Walk.

While these 
and other proj-
ects are under-

way, both city administrators and 
several local organizations are 
working to come up with ways to 
ensure that the positive develop-
ment continues.

The Hamilton Street Visioning 
Committee, spearheaded by the 
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Allentown 
Ahead committee are working 
with business and community 
leaders to increase public par-
ticipation and support for the 
redevelopment efforts. 

Banking on three years of 
positive financial progress 
and a budget turnaround rec-
ognized by the nation’s two 
leading bond-rating agencies, 
Allentown’s leaders are finding 
new ways to keep the city sol-
vent during the ongoing inter-
national economic crisis.

In March, Mayor Ed Pawlowski 
and City Council President 
Michael D’Amore announced 
the formation of a Blue Ribbon 
Committee of community and 
business leaders to help guide 
the city.

“Similar to a group I created in 
2006 when I became mayor to 
deal with the city’s structural def-
icit, this panel is being asked to 
formulate recommendations for 
finding new sources of non-tax 
revenue and reducing expendi-
tures,” Mayor Pawlowski said. 
“Three years ago, we erased a 
projected $8 million dollar deficit 
and turned it into a $14 million 
cash reserve without raising real 
estate taxes. I believe this new 
group will be able to take a 

fresh look at the city and discov-
er more revenue sources and 
areas where we can achieve 
even greater savings.”

The Mayor noted that Allentown 
is not alone in facing the fiscal 
concerns brought on by the ail-
ing economy. According to the 
Center for Budget and Policy 
Priorities in Washington, D.C., 
at least 47 states – including 
Pennsylvania – are facing severe 
budget shortfalls this year. In 
addition, many Pennsylvania 
municipalities share the same 
concerns.

Allentown has significant 
experience reversing previous 
financial setbacks and the city’s 
efforts over the past three years 
have resulted in bond rating 
upgrades from both Moody’s 
Inc. and Standard & Poors. Both 
agencies voiced approval for the 
positive budgetary actions taken 
by the Pawlowski administra-
tion.

S&P last year announced 
that Allentown was assigned a 
“BBB+ rating with positive out-

look” to the city’s general obli-
gation bonds, a step up from 
the “BBB– with stable outlook“ 
previously issued. The ratings 
boost was the second issued to 
the city by S&P in the past nine 
months.

Mayor Pawlowski welcomed 
the improved ratings, saying 
they validated the efforts of his 
administration to use taxpayer 
dollars wisely, achieve struc-
turally balanced operations, 
maintain the replenished fund 
balance and ensure that the 
2008 fiscal year ends in line with 
current projections.

“My administration, said the 
Mayor, is taking a realistic look 
at the current situation and 
approaching it with the same dil-
igence that helped the city move 
from the verge of financial ruin 
in 2005 to its current status as a 
stable municipality that is now a 
model for Pennsylvania’s early 
intervention program. Three 
years ago we were facing even 
more daunting financial chal-
lenges. These improved ratings 
and the comments from these 
respected, independent agen-
cies reinforce our belief that the 
City of Allentown is headed in 
the right direction,” the Mayor 
said. 

The Blue Ribbon Committee will be co-chaired by Mayor 
Pawlowski and Council President D’Amore. Members include:
Ibi Balog – CPA, Assistant Professor, Cedar Crest College in 
Dept. Business, Management and Economics
Dennis Capozzolo – CEO, Alliance for Building Communities, 
(Former Finance Director Visiting Nurses Association of 
Bethlehem/St. Luke’s
Alvaro Diaz – Executive Director, Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce of the Lehigh Valley
Kent Dyer – Chief Financial Officer, Muhlenberg College
Tim Fallon – Former COO, Holiday Hair Inc.
Joel Gilley – President, Promus Financial
Bill Hansel – Retired Executive Director of ICMA and former 
Business Manager for the City of Allentown
John Ingram – President, Ingram Real Estate Group  
(AICP, SCGREA)
Joe Lewis – Asst. Vice President, Manager Community 
Banking, KNBT Bank
Lou Liebhaber- Former COO, Lehigh Valley Hospital

Bruce Loch – CPA and Managing Partner, Loch, 
Elsenbaumer, Newton & Co.
Paul Marin – Managing Director, Stifel – Nicholaus
David Olson – President, Walton Consulting Inc.  
(Business Strategy)
Sandra O’Neill – CFP, Lincoln Investments
Oscar Squire – Independent Management Consultant  
(Former Financial Specialist PPL Corporation)
Jim Steffy – Retired VP Planning and Administration, Interim 
President Muhlenberg College (Two Honorary Doctorates)
Gary Strathaern – Municipal Financial Advisor
David Woglom – Assoc. Director for Public Service  
(Lafayette College Meyner Center for the Study of State and 
Local Government) 
Deana Zosky – CPA, Business Management Consultant 
(Former Manager – Financial Planning and Reporting, Mack 
Trucks, Former Supervising Senior Auditor, KMPG Peat 
Marwick LLP

The Blue Ribbon Committee

“This project offers a 
great example of the  
benefits that can be 

achieved through public/
private partnerships.” 
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Under Construction

Cosmopolitan Rendering
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Finance and Government 
Experts Guide Allentown To 
Stronger Fiscal Health




